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These streets are made for walkmg (and buses)

This Issue..

Public Transportation News, a bi-monthly
newsletter, is designed to fill the information
gap for transit users: how the transit system
we use actually works, why it frequently
does not work well; and how to use the wide
variety of public transit services already avail-
able.

‘We.want you—as a rider and a reader—to
tell us what you need to know about the bus

“or streetcar you ride, the fare you pay, or

how to get somewhere by public transporta-
tion. -

Let us also hear your ideas—a fun day trip
by public transit, a solution to a transporta-
tion problem, or a good story or cartoon
about getting around “car-free” in Boston and
New England.

Send your ideas, questions, and sugges-
tions to: the Association for Public Transpor-
tation, Inc., P.O. Box 192, Cambridge, MA
02138. We guarantee a grateful response, and
wherever possible, use in Public Transporta-
tion News.

Subscriptions to Public Transportation

News cost $10.00 for a year. Membership

includes a free copy of Car-Free in Boston
(worth $1.95). Persons with fixed i incomes or
students: $5.00.

by Susan E. CIIppinger
-Project Manager, Downtown.Crossing,
Tralfic and Parking Dept., City of Boston

-The desire to close Washington Street in
downtown: Boston to- cars has existed since
1914, when street cars, rather than auto-
mobiles impeded . pedestrians. In 1978, the
idea finally became a reality. It took more
than half a century to develop both merchant
and government backing.

In 1976, the federal government made
Boston one of their “auto restricted zone” case
studies. This allowed the City and the Boston
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) to work
with the federal government’s consultants in
designing an urban retail mall.

The City agencies spent nine months de-

veloping a design for the use of the streets
within the mall. This included a ten block
area where private cars were banned, Within
the restricted streets, some would be open
during parts of the day to delivery vehicles
and taxis. There would also be exclusive bus
lanes for the ten bus routes serving the area.

We were surprised and pleased at the
unanimous support for the Downtown
Crossing which emerged at the public hearing
held in January of 1978. With this support
and cooperation we moved quickly to imple-
ment the plan. Within eight months, in Sep-
tember 1978, the Downtown Crossing was
closed to cars and open to pedestrians, buses
and taxis. The MBTA played a key role in
helping expedite the engineering and imple-
mentation.

Problems occurred along the way. The
final plans needed to be changed to include
more loading zones and parking for the
handicapped.

Finding a name for the project was difficult.
The merchants did not want to call the car-
free area a mall because it was different than
the suburban shopping malls. The name
needed to incorporate the several streets
involved and not just Washington, Winter, or
Summer Streets. Finally, the merchants and
City agreed to “Downtown Crossing”—sig-
nifying the intersection of Washington and
Winter Streets. :

On the first day'.the Crossing opened,
everyone waited for the horrendous traffic
jams which were sure to occur. But they
never materialized. Traffic in the area con-

. tinues to be light.

It seems that increased traffic and parking

~ enforcement has chased the cars-directly into

the parking: lots and garages . instead .of
circling the area, looking for on-street parking.

Most- complaints. we received in. the first
month resulted” from the enforcement. Not
only was “Tagging” strict, but for the first
time ever, there was extensive towing of il-
legally parked cars, :

Strict enforcement was a critical element of
the Downtown Crossing. Boston drivers
neither read signs nor worry about traffic
regulations. The project was designed to
minimize areas where expensive and irritating
enforcement would be needed. But police
will remain at Washington and West Streets
and at Franklin and Hawley Streets, two key
areas, to keep private cars out.

The success of the project is reflected in the
merchants’ requests for tight enforcement and
more cleanliness, so that the area lives up to
the plans.

Pedestrians would like to take over Wash- -
ington Street instead of sharing it with buses.
However, best routing for the buses is
through downtown and the direct bus routes
into downtown encourage people to shop in
the area. Continuation of the bus routes
through downtown is dependent on-
increased ridership.

Where to from here? The City continues to
work with the merchants, but the main needs
are additional amenities for pedestrians, such
as sidewalk widenings, benches and lighting.
Also non-auto access to the crossing would be
improved by a shuttle bus to Quincy Market
and Back Bay from the downtown. Planned
for this spring is reconstruction of Winter and
Summer Streets into Pedestrian malls.

If you are not shopping in Downtown
Crossing, you are missing a special oppor-
tunity.




N Individuals. now can pﬁrchase pre-paid -passes
for use on the Massachusetts Bay Transporta-

tion Authority's subways, buses, streetcars
and trackless trolleys. They.can be purchased

with cash, registered cheek or money order at *

the Washington Street Station Concourse.
Passes will be sold durmg the last week of
each month, from 8 am to 6 pm.

_ The cost of owning and operating a typical*

new car rose more than 10 percent in the
1978 model year to an average 33:1 cents per
mile or $3,310 a year, according to a Hertz
Corporation survey. .

The survey was based on a normally
equipped, intermediate-sized two-door sedan
driven 10,000 miles a year and kept for three
years, Since the 1973 Arab oil embargo, new
car costs have climbed more than 64 percent,
outpacing the Consumer Price Index by more
than one-third.

The Mission Link Bus is providing shuttle

service to the Mission Hill-Roxbury neighbor-
hood. The bus serves Tremont and Parker
Streets, Mission Hill public housing, and the
top of Parker Hill, including New England
Baptist Hospital. The fare is ten cents.

The service runs from 5:45 am to 11:30 pm,
Monday through Saturday, and until 7:15 pm
on Sunday. Obtain schedules at' the Mission
Hill Planning Commission, 1530a Tremont St.,
Roxbury; the telephone number is 442-0050.

,‘/Corcofoni;é Laws of Bus Transportation—

as printed in the Washingtonian by Paul Dick-

son, author of The Official Rules;.

—The bus that Jeft the stop just. before you
got there is your bus.

—The amount of time you have to wait for a
bus is directly proportional to the inclemency
of the weather.

— All buses heading in the opposite direction
drive -off the face of the earth and never
return.

—If you anticipate bus delays by leaving
your house thirty minutes early, your bus
will arrive as soon as you reach the bus stop
or when you light up a cigarette, whichever
comes first. A

—The last rush hour express-bus to your
neighborhood leaves five minutes before you
get off work,

—Bus schedules are arranged so your bus will

arrive at the transfer point precisely one

minute after the connecting bus has left.

—Any bus that can be the wrong bus will be

the wrong bus. All others are out of service or

full.

Underthe -
Golden Dome

by Anna M. Barry,
Senior Research Assistant

Joint Committeé Transportation

The Massachusetts Legislature ended ‘che
bitter 1978 session at mid-summer, having
enacted several pieces of important public
transportation-related legislation. Few -of
these, however, received the attention de-
served, in a session dominated by more
inflammatory issues such as abortion fundihg
and tax relief. Except for a probable highway
transit construction bond issue and bills to re-
organize the Massachusetts Port Authority,
1979 will likely be so dominated.

The exception in 1978 was the well-
publicized passage of a bill which changed the
contract arbitration procedures of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Transportation Authority and its
28 bargaining units.. This new law, Chapter
406, drew considerable attention because its
progress through the legislature caused the
members of the MBTA’s largest union, repre-
senting the drivers and motormen, to leave
work for a day to lobby their legislators at the

State House. The main proponents of the bill

were the MBTA management, former Secre-
tary of Transportation, Frederick P. Salvucci,
State Representative Barney Frank (D.-Boston),
and the Advisory Board, the budgetary
watchdog of the MBTA. o

The bill institutes stricter controls on ar-
bitration which will result in less generous
pay increases and cost of living adjustments
to help control the growth of the annual
deficit.

The various budgets passed throughout the
year -probably were the most important
public transportation bills passed. Continued
operation of the Hingham to Boston com-
muter boat was assured by inclusion in the
supplemental budget for 1978 of $140,000 to
subsidize the deficit service. ‘

The main 1979 fiscal year (FY) budget
contained $63 million to pay for the state’s
half-share of the MBTA’s 1977 loss, and
another $25 million to pay for the Authority’s
capital improvement program debt costs.

Consolidation of the Commonwealth's
transportation agencies in one office building
was assured by passage of a $58 million bond
authorization to build a new state transporta-
tion building in Park Square. The Massachu-
setts Port Authority and the MBTA; among
others, will be housed there.

Another feature of the FY 1979 budget
was a higher level of state subsidy of MBTA
commuter rail opérations,outside the Author-
ity district, to Mansfield,” Attleboro and
Franklin. The subsidy will rise above the
present 75% level, as the federal support
decreases, so that these cities and towns will
not have to pay proportionately more. )

A number of other rail-related items were
enacted during the session. The MBTA
received $4 million to purchase South Station
from the Boston Redevelopment Authority,
and $9 million to spruce it up. The same bill
funded the Massachusetts share-of fencing
and station improvements (at- Route 128
station) in the Northeast Corridor-Amitrak
Project.

Commuter rail wasthe sub]ect of a lengthy
and lively hearing at the State House before
the Committee on Transportation, as irate
commuters described the miserable conditions
on their trains in the wake of the February
blizzard. In response to the legislation passed,
the MBTA prepared a detailed report on its.
rail equipment problems.

Bills not passed generally are filed again,
either to die again or to find their time has
come. Thus frivolities such as the bill to
abolish all rail transportation in the Common-
wealth and to turn the. state’s money and
energy to-highways will likely be considered
again along with worthier candidates for con-
sideration.

Among the important bills refiled for 1979
are Transportation Committee Chairman
Louis R. Nickinellos bill to subregionalize
MBTA bus service and to increase rail and
subway subsidies. Other bills in the coming
1979 session will likely include: those provid-
ing for auto emission inspections, reorganiza-
tion of MassPort, and relief of local highway
congestion through construction of a third
harbor tunnel and addition of lanes to the
Southeast Expressway. i
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